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History 



MERCHANTS EXCHANGE OF PORTLAND 



What is the Merchants Exchange? 

The Merchants Exchange is a not-for-profit organization 
whose members represent the region’s marine 
transportation system: 

• Steamship Agents 
• Tug and Barge Operators 
• Port Authorities 
• State and Federal 

Agencies 
• Railroad 

• Private Terminals 
• Ship Chandlers 
• Admiralty Law Firms 
• Marine Surveyors 
• Industry Associations 
 



Merchants Exchange History 

In 1879, Boss 
Shenck’s Saloon on 
the Portland 
Waterfront was an 
early gathering place 
for the Maritime trade. 
News of ship arrivals 
was posted by patrons, 
and the establishment 
became the birthplace 
of the Merchants 
Exchange. 



Merchants Exchange 
Mission Statement 

To be the leading provider of information 
and related services to all stakeholders of 
the Pacific Northwest intermodal 
transportation system and to support 
related business interests for domestic and 
foreign commerce. 



Services 

 Marine Intelligence 
• Vessel Tracking 
• Data Capture 

 
  Maritime and Vessel 
     Communication Services 
 
  Bar Status Reporting 
 
  Reports and Publications 

 Vessel and Cargo           
     Statistics 

 Association 
Management 

 Fiduciary Agent – Port      
     Security Grant Program 



Marine Intelligence 



Marine Intelligence 

• Real-time tracking of vessel movement between 
Astoria and Portland 

• 96-hour advance notification of ship arrival and 
departures 

• Electronic filing of required documents for the 
MFSA Vessel Response Plan 

• Data capture, database maintenance and 
archiving 



Bar Status Reporting 

From:  Merchants Exchange of Portland 
To:  wainwright@pdxmex.com 
Subject:  Columbia River Bar Status Update 
 

 

Please note that the Columbia River status is now 
 
Some inbound or outbound delays can be expected. 
 
Gale force winds and heavy seas thru tonight. 
 
This information is provided as a courtesy to our membership.  Weather conditions 
change frequently, and this information may not be accurate.  This status report is 
updated according to the latest information we have received from the Columbia River 
Bar Pilots. 
 
Regards, 
Merchants Exchange of Portland, Oregon 
 
To check CR Bar Status – please see www.pdxmex.com. 
 

mailto:wainwright@pdxmex.com
http://www.pdxmex.com/


Reports and Publications 

• Vessel Activity Report 

• Ships by Location 

• 4-Day Lightship Report 

• Custom Reports 



Reports and Publications 

• Daily Grain Bulletin 

• Quarterly Newsletter 



Vessel and Cargo Statistics 



Vessel and Cargo Statistics 



Association Management 

The Merchants Exchange provides extensive association 
administration, financial and program management 
services to eight maritime-related associations: 

 Clean Rivers Cooperative, Inc. 
 Columbia River Customs Brokers & Forwarders Association 
 Columbia River Shippers Association 
 Maritime Commerce Club 
 Maritime Fire & Safety Association (“MFSA”) 
 Merchants Exchange Scholarship Fund 
 Pacific Northwest Grain & Feed Association 



Partnerships 

In 1992, Maritime Fire and Safety Association, 
Columbia River Steamship Operators Association, and 
Clean Rivers entered into a partnership to share 
expenses and resources to provide spill response 
coverage for the Lower Columbia and Willamette River 
System. 

Merchants Exchange, as general service contractor, 
provides specified administrative and managerial 
services to MFSA and Clean Rivers today. 



Clean Rivers Cooperative, Inc. 



What is Clean Rivers?  

• Founded in 1971 as a nonprofit membership-based 
Oregon cooperative corporation 

• Clean Rivers acts as the Oil Spill Response Organization 
(ORSO) providing mutual aid to a variety of oil handling 
companies on the Columbia and Willamette Rivers 

• With the passing of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 and 
similar state oil pollution laws, Clean Rivers membership 
has grown to 23 member companies from the 
petroleum, shipping and wood products industries 



Clean Rivers Membership 

• BP 
• Columbia Pacific Bio Refinery 
• Chevron 
• Phillips 66 
• Exxon Mobil 
• Foss Maritime 
• Georgia-Pacific (Camas) 
• ICTSI Oregon, Inc. 
• Kinder Morgan Energy Partners 
• Longview Fibre Co. 
• NuStar Terminals (Portland) 
• NuStar Terminals (Vancouver) 

 

• Olympic Pipe Line Co. 
• Owens Corning Sales LLC 
• Paramount Petroleum 
• Portland General Electric 
• Pacific Terminal Services 
• Shell Oil Products US 
• Tesoro Refining & Marketing 
• Tidewater Barge Lines 
• Vigor Industrial LLC 
• Weyerhaeuser Paper Co. 



Clean Rivers/MFSA Equipment 

• Clean Rivers and MFSA co-own one of the largest inventories 
of response equipment on the Columbia and Willamette River 
System 

• Equipment is dedicated to the Columbia and Willamette River 
System 

• Equipment is strategically staged within the CRMTS to ensure 
a quick and efficient response 

Boom 
• 11,400  ft of 12 in. 
• 1,000 ft of 40 in. 
• 45,400 ft of 20 in. 
• 700 ft of 30 in. 

62,600 total feet in boom 

OSRVs 
• HW Zarling 
• Mark O. Hatfield 
• MFSA 1 
• Clean Rivers 1 

 
All are 34-foot Kvichaks with an EDRC 
of 3,720 per vessel. 



Clean Rivers/MFSA Equipment 
Portable Skimmers 
Clean Rivers has 34 portable 
skimming devices that have a 
total EDRC rating of 58,573. 

Land-Based Storage 
Capacity 
Clean Rivers has ten 1,000 
gallon Portable Fast tanks and 
millions of barrels of storage 
made available by member 
facilities. 

Mobile Equipment 
CRC & MFSA have the best 
mobile equipment in the 
Northwest, including a fully 
stocked care trailer, injured 
wildlife transport vehicle, 
generator system and portable 
net-pens. 

On-Water Storage Capacity 
Clean Rivers has six Shallow Water 
Recovery Barges equipped with Lori 
Skimmers having an EDRC of 2,473 
per barge. In addition, Clean Rivers 
has five Shallow Water Barges and 
seven 2,500 gallon Towable 
Bladders available for use to store 
spilled product. 



Clean Rivers Response Personnel 

Service agreements are maintained with 
independent spill response contractors to 
provide clean-up services to Clean Rivers 
membership. 

NRC Environmental Services 

• Offices in Portland, Oregon as well as 
Seattle, Tacoma, Pasco and Spokane, 
Washington 

• Provides over 48 trained responders to 
operate our equipment including additional 
responders as available in the NW and 
California 

International Bird and Rescue Center 
provides Clean Rivers with 25 trained wildlife 
response personnel and responders, and a 4-
hour dispatch of initial teams. 



Maritime Fire and Safety Association 
(MFSA) 



What is the Maritime Fire and 
Safety Association (MFSA)? 

MFSA is a not-for-profit membership association 
established in 1983, consisting of: 

• Public Ports 
• Private Terminals, 
• and the Columbia River Steamship Operators 

Association (“CRSOA”) 

MFSA was originally created with the purpose of training 
and equipping land-based firefighters for facility and 
vessel firefighting response. 



MFSA Mission Statement 

To promote safety, fire protection and 
enhanced navigation on the Lower 
Columbia and Willamette Rivers. 



MFSA History 
M.V. Protector Alpha - 1982 



MFSA 
MFSA secures funds through vessel fees to promote fire 
protection, safety, and the enhancement of navigation 

on the Columbia and Willamette Rivers in order to 
facilitate development of the maritime assets of the 

region. 

Fire Oil Communications 

• Training & Equipment 
• Mutual Aid  
• Maritime Fire Safety     
Plan 
• Multi-Hazard Response 

• Oil Spill Contingency 
  Plan 
• PRC 
• CRSOA 

• Merchants Exchange 
 Operating Agreement 
• VHF Microwave 
   Radio 

 Members 
• Public Ports 
• Private Terminals 



F-PAAC Response System 

• 12 Participating Agencies 

• Mutual Aid Agreements 

• Reimbursement Mechanism 

• Training 

• Equipment Caching 

• Lower Columbia & Willamette River System 



MFSA Specialized Equipment 

• CO2 kits and monitoring equipment 
 Cutting tool 
 Pre-arranged contracts for bulk CO2 

• Large volume foam storage and delivery 
• Confined space rescue equipment 
• High angle rescue equipment 
• Thermal coupling devices 
• SCBA, Cascade Air Systems 
• Extensive communication system 



F-PAAC Member Agencies 

• Astoria Fire Department 
• Clark County Fire District 

#6 
• Clark County Fire & Rescue 
• Clatskanie Rural Fire 

District 
• Columbia River Fire & 

Rescue 
• Cowlitz Co. Fire District #1 
• Cowlitz Co. Fire District #5 

• Cowlitz 2 Fire & Rescue 
• Longview Fire Department 
• Portland Fire & Rescue 
• Scappoose Rural Fire 

District 
• US Coast Guard – Sector 

Columbia River 
• Vancouver Fire & Rescue 
 



MFSA Communications System 



MFSA Communications System 

Command and Control 
Microwave Repeater System 
Using Simulcast Technology 
with Continuous VHF FM 
Radio Coverage between 
Astoria and 
Portland/Vancouver 

Shown: Nicolai Mountain 



Master Oil Spill Contingency 
Response Plan 

Developed in 1992 in cooperation with Columbia River 
Steamship Operators Association (CRSOA) and State 
Agencies to meet State regulations for oil spill response for 
self-propelled vessels over 300 gross tons and oil barges. 

• Oregon State Bill 242 
• Washington House Bill 1027 
• Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (Tank Vessels) 

 Covers vessels calling the ports of the Columbia and 
Willamette Rivers. 

 Continuous State approval. 
 Achieve participation in regulatory process. 
 Meets local stakeholder needs. 



MFSA Vessel 
Response 
Plan 
Field Guide 
Document 



MFSA Statistics 
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MFSA Statistics 
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MFSA Spill Statistics 

Year Number of 
Responses 

Total 
Gallons 
Spilled 

Average 
Gallons Per 

Spill 

Vessel Count *Bulk, 
Tanker and Ocean-

Going Barges 

% of Vessel 
Count = 

Tankers & 
Barges 

2000 11 274 25 2223 18.5% 

2001 15 551 37 2143 21.0% 

2002 5 32 6 1909 18.8% 

2003 11 29 3 1919 19.0% 

2004 2 1 1 1914 18.8% 

2005 3 75 25 1895 20.5% 

2006 5 661 132 1913 18.8% 

2007 2 5 3 2067 17.0% 

2008 11 141 13 1885 12.4% 

2009 1 0 0 1465 13.2% 

2010 6 6 1 1590 11.3% 

2011 7 820 117 1499 9.9% 

2012 5 57 11 1530 11.0% 



Regulatory Compliance 



Vessel Plan Requirements from 
House Bill 1186 

1. Administrative Changes to Plan (July 14, 2013) 
Binding Agreement 

• Respond to Significant Threat of Spill 
• Unified Command 

Provide more details on products covered under plan 
• Update plan with more details on products carried 
• Modify Covered Vessel Report to provide additional details on 

products carried 
Supplement Resources – MFSA’s plan currently meets this 
requirement 



Vessel Plan Requirements from 
House Bill 1186 

2.     Planning Standards 
Phase One 

• Group 5 Oils – develop 3rd party resources to respond 
• Dispersants – is covered through Supplement Resources 

arrangement 
• Aerial Surveillance – greater details needed on assets 

available and formal LOI 
Phase Two 

• Vessels of Opportunity (VOO) – Need 12 vessels in LCR 
• Aerial Surveillance – have proposal for additional assets 
• Technical Manual – Cathlamet area (CRC) 
• Cathlamet Area 4-hour standard 

Phase Three  
• Aerial Surveillance – have additional assets in place 



Transportation Infrastructure 











Maintain Lower Columbia River deep draft channel at 43’ 

Begin major rehabilitation of jetties at Mouth of Columbia River 

Partner with stakeholders to identify other needs (stern buoys, 
anchorages, etc.) 

Dredge Lower Snake navigation channel in winter 2013/14 

Identify & fund future inland lock repair needs 

Columbia/Snake Project Priorities 

GOAL: Protect the efficiency & reliability of our system 





Questions? 

Elizabeth Wainwright 
Executive Director 

wainwright@pdxmex.com 
(503) 220-2091 

mailto:wainwright@pdxmex.com
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