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ENViRoNmENTAL updATEs

oNLy RAiN doWN ThE dRAiN

anything that enters a storm 

drain is discharged into the 

Columbia river. Keeping street 

and parking lot storm drains 

free from used motor oil, 

antifreeze, sediment, and illicit 

discharges is a major way to 

help keep the river healthy.

oiL ANd WATER doN’T mix

Oil does not dissolve in water. 

It lasts a long time and sticks to everything from beach sand to bird 

feathers. Oil and other petroleum products are toxic to people, 

wildlife and plants. One pint of oil can make a slick larger than a 

football field. Oil that leaks from our cars onto roads and driveways 

is washed into storm drains, and then usually flows directly to a lake 

or stream. 

Used motor oil is the largest single source of oil pollution in our 

lakes, streams and rivers. americans spill 180 million gallons of used 

oil each year into our waters.  

dRips doN’T hAVE To bE A pRobLEm  

What you can do to help:

• Change your motor oil and help keep our waters clean.

• stop drips. Check for oil leaks regularly and fix them promptly. 

Keep your car tuned to reduce oil use.

• Use ground cloths or drip pans beneath your vehicle if you have 

leaks or are doing engine work. Clean up spills immediately. 

Collect all used oil in containers with tight fitting lids. Do not 

mix different engine fluids.

• never dispose of oil or other engine fluids down the storm 

drain, on the ground or into a ditch.

• recycle used motor oil. Many auto supply stores and gas 

stations will accept used oil.

• Buy recycled (re-refined) motor oil 

to use in your car. to find out more 

about where you can take used oil 

for recycling, call the Department of 

ecology’s 1-800-reCYCle line.

cLEAN WATER chALLENgE

the Port of Vancouver invites you 

to participate in our Clean water 

Challenge. we’re asking tenants to look 

at their operations and take measurable steps to reduce pollution to 

the water around them. For more information please visit the port’s 

website at http://www.portvanusa.com/environmental-programs/

stormwater-protection/clean-water-challenge. this is where you’ll 

find the specific criteria that will be used to measure your efforts – 

and lots of good ideas on how you can make a positive difference. 

let your creativity flow!

ThE REWARd

a clean river is its own reward to all of us. But in addition, the 

tenant whose actions provide the most benefit to water quality will 

be awarded the 2012 environmental tenant of the Year award at 

the april 2013 Port re:Port event. the tenant and their efforts will 

also be highlighted on the port’s website and in port publications. 

For more information, please contact Matt Graves, environmental 

manager, at 360-992-1106 or mgraves@portvanusa.com.

ENViRoNmENTAL mANAgEmENT sysTEm 
updATE

Making sure tenants 

and customers have 

access to clean water is 

important to the port; 

and the environmental 

Management system 

(eMs) is just one of the 

proactive approaches to 

protect the port’s water. 

Because some of the water used at the port is provided by the city 

of Vancouver, the port’s water system provides potable water for 

industrial tenants, water for ships, wash down, irrigation and fire 

protection. since the port’s drinking water wellheads are located 

near an active industrial area, and the port takes precautions to 

protect this area. tenant environmental walkthroughs are conducted 

annually to help tenants identify proper chemical management and 

disposal practices that protect groundwater. the port’s specific eMs 

strategies within the wellhead area further ensures that potential 

risks to the wellhead are prevented and properly managed. 

the eMs program is improved annually and has recently been 

streamlined and includes a Drinking water Contingency Plan.  a 

table top exercise was performed on this plan in late 2011. If you 

have any questions about the steps you can take at your facility 

to help protect the port’s drinking water area please contact Matt 

Graves at 360-992-1106 or mgraves@portvanusa.com

ThE FiNAL couNTdoWN
Farewell to Ricky McWhorter, who has served the port as maintenance foreman for the past 25 years. 
He retires at the end of this year. 

TENANT hoLidAy opEN housE
the 2012 tenant Holiday Open House took place at the port’s administrative offices on thursday, December 6. thank you to the more than 

70 tenants who braved the cold weather to visit and enjoy the festivities. Port of Vancouver staff always looks forward to the annual event 

that brings with it the opportunity to wish everyone happy holidays and to say thank you for being part of the POV family.

Mike & Conni Alleyn Tesoro; 
Debbie Taylor, POV

Doug Beeber, Jones Stevedoring;  Alastair Smith, 
Ken Mishler, POV; Clayton Jones III,  
Jones Stevedoring

Ricky McWhorter, POV; Edward Forton & 
Mike Martin, Plastics NW

Jared Rebman & Bill Briseno, Boise  
Building; Commissioner Nancy Baker 
POV

Susan Grim, Shippers Transport &  
Chrissy Whitters, POV

Curtis Shuck, POV; Jeff Estep & Randy Leonard, 
Farwest Steel

Doug Hall, ABC Plastics; Kathy Holtby, POV; Cory 
Church, Sigma DG
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pRojEcT 16, TRENch pRojEcT 
coNTiNuEs WEsT As WATER 
LEVELs RisE

the west Vancouver Freight access trench 

project is continuing west as H-piles closest 

to the ordinary high water mark along the 

Columbia river were successfully driven under 

the BnsF and Union Pacific railroad’s north/

south mainline on the Columbia river rail 

Bridge. 

as river levels rise, crews are working to 

finish driving vibratory piles in areas that may 

become submerged. a total of 275 H-piles 

will be driven as far west as the corner 

boundary of Pacific Coast shredding’s facility 

on the terminal. to date, 95 H-piles have been 

installed. 

the driving of piles is scheduled for 

completion by February 28, 2013, the same 

day the in water work window ends. later 

stages will build the water-tight concrete layer 

in which the rail will rest on. 

pRojEcT 19, gATEWAy 
AVENuE gRAdE sEpARATioN 
gETs ExTRA suppoRT

this project got an extra lift on november 

5 when apollo Construction of Kennewick, 

wash., began installing pipe piles at both 

ends of the bridge. additionally, girder 

placement on the main span was completed 

in august, while the girders for the remaining 

two spans will be placed in December and 

January.

the project, which is projected for completion 

in May 2013, builds an overpass that 

separates vehicle traffic from train traffic 

below. the new bridge will allow cars and 

trucks to travel over the port’s growing 

internal rail corridor and more easily access 

two of the port’s five marine terminals. the 

existing Gateway avenue will be partially 

realigned to the west and elevated over 

the railroad tracks, resulting in an s-shaped 

roadway.

the bridge part of the project will cross 

two sets of rail tracks. In addition, soil and 

concrete panels were used to build structural 

earth walls on either side of the bridge, which 

allow vehicles to climb to the height of the 

bridge gradually. 

Future project work includes constructing a 

bridge “deck” following placement of the 

girders. traffic barriers, sidewalks, railings and 

electrical work will take place following girder 

placement and until the project is complete. 

pRojEcT 21, FouNdATioN 
LAid FoR RAiL ExpANsioN 
pRojEcT

the west Vancouver Freight access terminal 

5 expansion / sPl project was awarded 

to apollo, Inc. of Kennewick, wa who is 

currently 60 to 70 percent complete with 

construction that will add approximately 

2,450 feet of new track and relocate 6,300 

feet of track within the terminal 5 loop track. 

this configuration will result in the ability to 

handle 120 cars at the new facility versus the 

original 110.

Granite Construction began paving 1,600 

tons of asphalt layered with geo-composite 

fabric on november 5, and is currently over 

80 percent complete. Coast rail, the rail 

subcontractor for the project, then laid 800 

rail ties, arranging the foundation for future 

rail that will unload potash at the facility.

this is the second phase of a two-phase 

project. the sPl project began construction in 

august 2012 and is estimated to be complete 

in the first quarter of 2013.

WVFA 
Project 16

WVFA 
Project 19

WVFA 
Project 21

WEsT VANcouVER FREighT AccEss pRojEcT

NEW TENANT TRobELLA cAbiNETRy

trobella Cabinetry, Inc has leased 10,350 square feet in Building 3201. the company specializes in providing cabinetry for contractors 

and “strives to provide expert service to residential & commercial contractors for all their cabinetry needs.”

Based in Battleground, wa trobella was started by Kraig and Denise tront, who have worked in the cabinet industry for a combined total 

of over 35 years. after leading another local, large cabinet manufacturing company for 18 years, servicing contractors, homeowners, 

cabinet brokers, and large commercial projects, the tronts decided to start their own company to better focus on the custom cabinet 

business with contractors. they bring five employees to the port and their lease began July 1, 2012. welcome, trobella! 

tenAnt uPdAtes

GrAnt AlloWs centenniAl 
industriAl PArk to tAke 
shAPe

a grant agreement between the washington 

state Department of Commerce and the 

port was finalized in september, completing 

the steps necessary to secure $5.7 million in 

grant funding that will be used to develop 

58 acres of the port’s 108-acre Centennial 

Industrial Park (CIP).

the CIP project was selected for funding 

because the land in Phase I is ready for 

development and is expected to attract 

$100 million in private-sector investment 

and create as many as 500 new jobs for the 

local community.

Grant funding for Phase I will be used 

to make infrastructure improvements, 

which will support future development 

of approximately 550,000 square feet of 

manufacturing, production, warehouse and 

ancillary office space. 

the Phase I current site plan divides the 

property into seven buildable lots ranging 

from five to 11.1 acres, with the ability 

to be assembled into larger parcels to 

accommodate the dynamic needs of today’s 

marketplace. Infrastructure construction 

will begin in January 2013 with plans to 

be complete in august 2013. each lot 

will provide sufficient area, width, depth 

and other physical attributes to develop 

one or more buildings and include the 

required parking, landscaping, and setbacks 

consistent with light industrial zoning 

requirements. the adjacent 50-acre parcel 

will remain available for future development 

in Phase 2.

WRAppiNg up ThE cENTENNiAL
the Port of Vancouver wrapped up its momentous centennial year with a time capsule 

dedication event on December 11. local community members, port staff, and members 

of IlwU joined in the celebration, signed a centennial book that went in the capsule, and 

provided wishes for the next 100 years. Visitors enjoyed coffee and centennial cupcakes 

while they browsed the various items that were included in the time capsule, which will 

be opened on the port’s bicentennial in 2112. Port staff has enjoyed celebrating 100 years 

and looks forward to the next! 

Executive Director Todd Coleman and Commissioners Brian Wolfe, Nancy 
Baker and Jerry Oliver at the Centennial Time Capsule Event

tWic cArd exPirinG? 

If you currently hold a transportation workers Idenfication 

Credential that expires on or before December 31, 2014 and 

you are a U.s. citizen or U.s. national, you will be able to replace 

your expiring twIC with a 3-year extended expiration Date (eeD) 

twIC. replacement twICs can be obtained in three simple steps:

1. Call the twIC Help Desk at 1-866-347-8942 (Mon–Fri, 8aM 

to 7PM eastern) to confirm your eligibility.

2. Pay a $60 card replacement fee by credit card.

3. exchange your current twIC for your new replacement eeD 

twIC at a twIC enrollment Center of your choice.

Note: You are required to turn in your current TWIC when 

receiving your new TWIC.

another option is to obtain a new standard 5-year renewal card 

through the normal, full enrollment process. the full 5-year card 

renewal process requires two visits to an enrollment center and 

payment of the $129.75 fee.


