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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other 

Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with 

Government Auditing Standards 

Port of Vancouver 

January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 

Board of Commissioners 

Port of Vancouver 

Vancouver, Washington 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 

America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 

Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the 

Port of Vancouver, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2021, and the related notes to the 

financial statements, which collectively comprise the Port’s basic financial statements, and have 

issued our report thereon dated April 7, 2022.  

REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL 

REPORTING 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Port’s internal 

control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are 

appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial 

statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Port’s 

internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Port’s 

internal control. 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 

management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, 

or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 

combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a 

material misstatement of the Port’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and 

corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of 

deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough 

to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
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Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described above and was not 

designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or 

significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any 

deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material 

weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that were not identified. 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS  

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Port’s financial statements are free 

from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 

regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 

material effect on the financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance with 

those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an 

opinion.  

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required 

to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.  

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 

compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 

Port’s internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in 

accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Port’s internal control and 

compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. However, this 

report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. It also serves to disseminate 

information to the public as a reporting tool to help citizens assess government operations. 

 

Pat McCarthy, State Auditor 

Olympia, WA 

April 7, 2022 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT  

Report on the Financial Statements 

Port of Vancouver 

January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 

Board of Commissioners 

Port of Vancouver 

Vancouver, Washington 

REPORT ON THE AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Opinion 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Port of Vancouver, as of and for 

the year ended December 31, 2021, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 

collectively comprise the Port’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.  

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 

material respects, the financial position of the Port of Vancouver, as of year ended December 31, 

2021 and the changes in financial position and cash flows thereof for the year then ended in 

accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Basis For Opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 

States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 

Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities 

under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the 

Financial Statements section of our report. We are required to be independent of the Port and to 

meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating 

to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to 

provide a basis for our audit opinion. 

Matter of Emphasis 

As discussed in Note 18 to the financial statements, the full extent of the COVID-19 pandemic’s 

direct or indirect financial impact on the Port is unknown. Our opinion is not modified with respect 

to this matter.  
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Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements  

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements 

in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and 

for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and 

fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to 

fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are 

conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Port's 

ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, 

including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements  

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole 

are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report 

that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute 

assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and 

Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The 

risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting 

from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or 

the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial 

likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a 

reasonable user based on the financial statements.  

Performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards includes the 

following responsibilities: 

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit; 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 

due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. 

Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and 

disclosures in the financial statements; 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 

procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing 

an opinion on the effectiveness of the Port’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion 

is expressed;  

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 

significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall 

presentation of the financial statements;  
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 Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the 

aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Port’s ability to continue as a going 

concern for a reasonable period of time; and  

 Communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the 

planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal 

control-related matters that we identified during the audit. 

Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 

management’s discussion and analysis and required supplementary information be presented to 

supplement the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management 

and, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental 

Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for 

placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 

context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in 

accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which 

consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information and 

comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic 

financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial 

statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the 

limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any 

assurance.  

Supplementary Information 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements that 

collectively comprise the Port’s basic financial statements. The debt covenant information is 

presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial 

statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and relates 

directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial 

statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 

the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 

reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 

prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other 

additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 

States of America. In our opinion, this information is fairly stated, in all material respects, in 

relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole. 
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OTHER REPORTING REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT AUDITING 

STANDARDS 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated April 7, 

2022 on our consideration of the Port’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests 

of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements and 

other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control 

over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an 

opinion on the effectiveness of the Port’s internal control over financial reporting or on 

compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government 

Auditing Standards in considering the Port’s internal control over financial reporting and 

compliance. 

 

Pat McCarthy, State Auditor 

Olympia, WA 

April 7, 2022 
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PORT OF VANCOUVER 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis 

December 31, 2021 

Introduction 

As management of the Port of Vancouver (port), we offer readers of the port’s financial statements this 
narrative overview and analysis of the financial activities of the port for the fiscal year ended December 31, 
2021, with selected comparative information for the year ended December 31, 2020. We encourage readers 
to consider the information presented here in conjunction with the financial statements and notes to the 
financial statements which immediately follow this discussion.  

Overview of the Financial Statements 

This discussion and analysis are intended to serve as an introduction to the port’s financial statements. The 
port’s financial statements include two components: 1) the port’s basic financial statements, and 2) the 
notes to the financial statements.  

The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in the 
port’s financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found following the financial 
statements of this report. 

The Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Fund Net 
Position tells us whether the port’s financial position has improved as a result of the year’s activities. The 
Statement of Net Position provides information on all of the port’s assets, liabilities and deferred inflows 
and outflows, with the difference between assets and deferred outflows of resources, and liabilities and 
deferred inflows of resources is called net position. Over time, increases or decreases in net position may 
serve as an indicator of whether the financial position of the port is improving or deteriorating. The 
Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Fund Net Position show how the port’s net position 
changed during the year. These changes are reported as the underlying event occurs regardless of the 
timing of related cash flows (Accrual Basis). 

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been 
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The port uses only one fund, an enterprise fund, which is a 
type of proprietary fund. An enterprise fund reports business type activities. 

Financial Analysis 
Condensed Financial Position Information  
The Statement of Net Position reflects the port’s financial position at year end. Financial position is 
represented by the difference between assets owned, deferred outflows, liabilities owed at a specific point 
in time, and deferred inflows. The difference between the two is reflected as net position. As previously 
noted, changes in net position over time can be an indicator of the port’s financial position.  

Financial Highlights 
 Total assets of the port and deferred outflows exceeded its liabilities and deferred inflows by $317.842 

million (reported as total net position). Total net position increased by $16.045 million in comparison 
with the prior year, primarily due to the increase of $6.605 million in current assets and an increase of 
$6.991 million in net pension assets, capital assets net of accumulated depreciation increased by $727 
thousand and a decrease in total liabilities of $8.449 million and a $6.339 million increase in deferred 
inflows resulting from the extinguishment of debt related to completed construction projects and a 
decrease of deferred inflows related to the pensions. 

 Total current and restricted assets increased by $6.605 million from 2020.  
 Current liabilities increased by $1.606 million from the prior year.   
 The Department of Retirement Systems’ (DRS) 2021 Participating Employer Financial Information 

(PEFI) report showed that PERS Plan 2/3 is fully funded. The port’s net pension asset is $6.991 million 
at the end of 2021. 
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The following condensed financial information provides an overview of the port’s financial position for the 
fiscal years ended December 31. 

Summary of Operations and Changes in Net Position 
The Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Fund Net Position presents how the port’s net 
position changed during the current and previous fiscal year as a result of operations. The port employs an 
accounting method that records revenue and expenses when they are incurred, regardless of when cash 
is exchanged. Thus, some revenues and expenses reported in this statement may affect future period cash 
flows (e.g., uncollected receivables).  

Revenues:  
 The port’s diversified commodity mix continued to produce significant revenues which enabled the port 

to experience a slight decrease in 2021, while marine revenues reached $31.160 million, a decrease 
of 12.77 percent or $4.561 million over 2020, other revenue sources combined to result in a $4.389 
million increase (14.71 percent) over the previous year. 

 The port experienced stable occupancy of its industrial leasehold facilities. Lease occupancy was 99.43 
percent at year end. 2021 lease revenue was $12.390 million, an increase of 19.26 percent over 2020. 

Expenses:  

2021 2020

Assets:

   Current and restricted assets 42,069,988$   35,465,005$   

   Capital assets, net 401,857,443$ 401,130,297$ 

   Net Pension Asset 6,991,157$     -$  

   Other noncurrent assets 25,349,018$   25,363,248$   

Total Assets 476,267,606$ 461,958,550$ 

Deferred Outflows of Resources:

   Deferred Charge on Refunding 2,009,467$     2,336,051$     

   Deferred Outflows - Pensions 845,383$         893,277$         

Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 2,854,850$     3,229,328$     

Liabilities:

   Current liabilities 16,791,458$   15,185,838$   

   Noncurrent liabilities 136,290,680$ 144,298,940$ 

   Net pension liabilities 666,550$         2,713,321$     

Total Liabilities 153,748,688$ 162,198,099$ 

Deferred Inflows of Resources:

   Deferred Inflows - Pensions 7,330,862$     963,308$         

   Deferred Inflows - Refunding 200,757$         229,437$         

Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 7,531,619$     1,192,745$     

Net Position:

   Net Invested in capital assets 291,587,176$ 284,565,561$ 

   Restricted 1,772,418$     672,653$         

   Unrestricted 24,482,555$   16,558,820$   

Total Net Position 317,842,149$ 301,797,034$ 

NET POSITION
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 2021 total operating expenses, before depreciation, decreased by $4.549 million (11.94 percent) over 
2020 operating expenses. This decrease in expense was primarily due to decreased costs associated 
with revenue generating opportunities.  Operating income, after depreciation, was $2,478 million at 
December 31, 2021, as compared to -$382 thousand at December 31, 2020.  Depreciation expense 
decreased 5.46 percent over the previous year.  

 
Non-Operating:   
 2021 total nonoperating revenue (expenses) increased by $2.229 million over 2020, primarily due to a 

settlement. 
 

The table summarizes the operations for fiscal years ending December 31. 
 

 
   
 
Capital Asset and Debt Administration 

2021 2020

REVENUES

Operating Revenues:

   Marine terminal operations 31,160,138$   35,720,946$   

   Property lease/rental operations 12,389,562     10,388,889     

   Facilities sales and service 3,167,251        3,332,219        

   Security sales and service 860,231           800,885           

   General and administrative 402,537           116,693           

Nonoperating Revenues:

   Ad valorem tax revenues 12,287,318     11,965,480     

   Interest income 104,824           212,738           

   Federal and State Grants 3,071,357        2,750,959        

   Other nonoperating revenues 1,952,313        278,467           

Total Revenues 65,395,531$   65,567,276$   

EXPENSES

Operating Expenses:

   Marine terminal operations 13,973,433$   15,219,853$   

   Facilities 7,959,134        10,680,939     

   Security 2,050,380        2,440,805        

   General and administrative 9,561,886        9,752,662        

   Depreciation 11,956,611     12,647,624     

Nonoperating Expenses:

   Interest expense 4,047,529        4,631,830        

   Gain / Loss on disposal of assets 2,022,171        160,709           

   Environmental remediation 513,097           1,737,237        

   Other nonoperating expenses 266,204           339,752           

Total Expenses 52,350,445$   57,611,411$   

Capital contribution 3,000,029        30,492             

Change in net position 16,045,115     7,986,357        

Total net position - beginning 301,797,034   293,810,677   

Total net position - ending 317,842,149$ 301,797,034$ 

CHANGE IN NET POSITION
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Capital Assets 
The port’s investment in total capital assets as of December 31, 2021, totaled $401.857 million (net of 
accumulated depreciation). The port’s investment in capital assets includes land, buildings, improvements 
(other than buildings), machinery and equipment, construction in progress, and intangible asset. The total 
increase in the port’s investment in capital assets for the current year was $727 thousand or 0.18 percent.  
 
Major capital asset events during 2021 included the following:  
 
The port completed: Columbia Gateway Screening Berm project ($2.803 million), High Tank Phase 3 
project ($1.163 million), CPU Substation Electrical Improvement project ($796 thousand), Terminal Fire 
Alarm project ($424 thousand) and Terminal 3 Asphalt replacement project ($402 thousand). 
 
Additional information on the port’s capital assets activity may be found in Note 4 in the notes to the financial 
statements.   
 
Long-term Debt 
As of December 31, 2021, debt outstanding totaled $134.184 million. Of this amount, $25.476 million 
comprised of general obligation debt, $25 million represented special revenue bonds secured by a letter of 
credit, $83.569 million represented the 2016, 2017 and 2018 Series Revenue Bonds secured by a net 
revenue pledge and $139 thousand in notes payables outstanding. 
 
Additional information on the port’s long-term debt can be found in Note 9 in the notes to the financial 
statements. 
 
Economic Factors and 2022 Budget 
Economic Factors 
 The Port of Vancouver USA is reporting that in 2021 the port had a net revenue of $47.980 million, 

demonstrating strong fiscal growth in spite of continuing challenges from COVID-19. The port moved 
over seven million metric tons of commodities, with exports dominating the economic activity of the port 
in 2021. The port’s total tonnage in 2021 dipped a bit from 2020 to 7.121 million metric tons.  This 
decrease in tonnage is not due less products crossing the port’s docks, but rather the port handling 
commodities that have less gross weight. 

 The number of vessels coming through the port remained the same as 2020 at 360 calls.  
 The port saw 62,571 railcars move across port-owned track, as compared with the 2020 numbers, 

which were 63,310. In 2021, most of the port’s rail volume was destined for the port’s grain customer, 
which moved 5.392 million metric tons of grain product in 2021, primarily wheat with 3.1 million metric 
tons destined for Asian markets. 

 Exports remained essentially the same as the 2020 numbers at 6.317 million metric tons. Imports 
dropped slightly from 2020 numbers, likely due to a reduction in steel slab imports, because of tariffs 
levied against this commodity since March of 2018. 

 Because the port diversifies its commodity mix, it is not reliant on any one industry and is able to have 
a continuous flow of business even during times of economic disruption. In 2021, the world saw 
supply chain challenges, including the logjam of container ships off the coast of southern California, 
which dramatically impacted the shipping industry. Hundreds of container ships were stuck at sea, 
just outside the Port of Long Beach and the Port of Los Angeles. Several factors contributed to this 
problem, including a return to pre-pandemic consumer spending, higher container rates and 
shortages of labor due to COVID.  

 The port’s proficiency in bulk and break bulk cargoes continues to position the port to utilize its best 
assets, including the ability to handle large-sized shipments, such as wind energy components. 
Because the port specializes in bulk and break bulk cargoes, the challenges with the global supply 
chain added some new revenue streams in 2021 and these will continue into 2022. 

 Seeing an opportunity to move cargo, several manufacturers, primarily using containers for their 
commodities, took advantage of the port’s bulk cargo capabilities to move product, including aluminum 

Page 14



  

and pulp. This trend will continue into 2022 because the manufacturers of these materials are choosing 
to diversify the way they move their shipments using a combination of both container and bulk shipping.  

 The port continued to see incredible growth in wind energy business with activity in the wind market 
expected to continue to grow. The port saw a negligible decrease of 80 metric tons of wind energy 
components from last year, but this figure does not accurately reflect that the port actually moved 
more components, weighing fewer metric tons, than the previous year.  

 In 2021, the Biden administration signed an infrastructure bill into law, which adds funding for 
renewable energy projects, including wind energy projects. The 2021 Annual Energy Outlook 
Projection, as estimated by the Energy Information Administration (EIA), projects that this legislation 
will add more wind energy projects in the U.S., increasing wind power capacity by 36 GW in the U.S. 
The Port of Vancouver, which imports the most wind energy components on the west coast, expects 
its wind energy business to continue to grow well beyond 2022, because of this demand.  

 Grain exports were strong in 2021, with the port moving over 5.392 million metric tons of grain into 
the Asian market. Additionally, demand for copper concentrate continues to be strong, the port moved 
over 235,407 metric tons of it in 2021.  

 The automobile industry continues to struggle with manufacturing issues overseas, due to a lack of 
raw materials for electronic parts. In 2021, automobile imports remained consistent through the port, 
with 72,399 autos crossing the docks, just a slight decrease over 2020. In spring of 2022, the port is 
expected to receive the first electric vehicles from its auto client and is currently installing electric 
charging stations to accommodate the large number of electric vehicles. 

 Industrial occupancy at the port continues to exceed 99 percent. The port’s 50-plus tenants offer a wide 
range of products and services including metals and machinery, food processing, plastics moldings 
and electronics recycling. Tenant businesses employ thousands of people and contribute significantly 
to the local economy and tax base.  

 For the eleventh year in a row, the port continued its commitment to renewable energy through the 
purchase of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) equal to 100 percent of its purchased electricity. The 
port also continues its innovative stormwater management to preserve and protect our region’s water 
quality. Efforts include floating treatment wetlands in the port’s Terminal 4 stormwater retention pond, 
roof downspout treatment systems, and biofiltration systems. Additionally, in 2021, the Board of 
Commission approved the implementation of a Climate Action Plan for the port, with the goal of 
reducing the port’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHGs) over the coming years.  

 The Terminal 1 Project is also continuing to move forward. Construction of the AC by Marriott will be 
finished in spring of 2022 and a grand opening is expected in early summer. Renovations of Vancouver 
Landing are also almost completed, with deconstruction of the former Red Lion Hotel (The Quay) 
beginning in February, making space for construction of the public market. The port has signed several 
lease deals on the back blocks of Terminal 1 with a local development company which plans to develop 
mixed-use buildings, including some residential, commercial office and retail space. They have already 
signed a lease agreement with a large local company for office space, adding approximately 4,000 jobs 
to the waterfront area.  

 
2022 Budget 
 The 2022 budget projects operating revenues of $42.714 million, with 69 percent of the projected 

operating revenue coming from marine, terminal and security activities and 31 percent from commercial 
activity, including industrial property leases, rail, and facilities. The 2022 budget projects operating 
expenses of $36.870 million, a slight increase over the estimated 2021 operating expense forecast. 
This increase is mainly due to the increase in terminal operating revenue and related expenses. 

 The port’s 2022 capital budget reflects the port’s continuing commitment to promoting regional 
economic activity through the investment of nearly $24 million in the economic development and 
expansion and renewal of port facilities. In 2022 the port will perform tenant improvements, continue 
advancing a multi-year investment in the port’s Waterfront development and perform significant 
maintenance related improvements to existing port facilities.  Financing for the 2022 capital program 
will come from current revenues, tax levy revenue, grants, and other contributions. 
 

Requests for Information 
This financial report is designed and intended to provide a general overview of the Port of Vancouver’s 
financial position. Questions concerning any of the information provided in this report or requests for 
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additional financial information should be addressed to the Port of Vancouver, Auditor, 3103 NW Lower 
River Road, Vancouver, WA 98660 or www.portvanusa.com. 
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Office of the Washington State Auditor sao.wa.gov

ABOUT THE STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE 

The State Auditor’s Office is established in the Washington State Constitution and is part of the 
executive branch of state government. The State Auditor is elected by the people of Washington 
and serves four-year terms. 

We work with state agencies, local governments and the public to achieve our vision of increasing 
trust in government by helping governments work better and deliver higher value. 

In fulfilling our mission to provide citizens with independent and transparent examinations of how 
state and local governments use public funds, we hold ourselves to those same standards by 
continually improving our audit quality and operational efficiency, and by developing highly 
engaged and committed employees. 

As an agency, the State Auditor’s Office has the independence necessary to objectively perform 
audits, attestation engagements and investigations. Our work is designed to comply with 
professional standards as well as to satisfy the requirements of federal, state and local laws. The 
Office also has an extensive quality control program and undergoes regular external peer review 
to ensure our work meets the highest possible standards of accuracy, objectivity and clarity. 

Our audits look at financial information and compliance with federal, state and local laws for all 
local governments, including schools, and all state agencies, including institutions of higher 
education. In addition, we conduct performance audits and cybersecurity audits of state agencies 
and local governments, as well as state whistleblower, fraud and citizen hotline investigations. 

The results of our work are available to everyone through the more than 2,000 reports we publish 
each year on our website, www.sao.wa.gov. Additionally, we share regular news and other 
information via an email subscription service and social media channels. 

We take our role as partners in accountability seriously. The Office provides training and technical 
assistance to governments both directly and through partnerships with other governmental support 
organizations. 

Stay connected at sao.wa.gov 

 Find your audit team
 Request public records
 Search BARS manuals (GAAP and

cash), and find reporting templates
 Learn about our training workshops

and on-demand videos
 Discover which governments serve you

— enter an address on our map
 Explore public financial data

with the Financial Intelligence Tool

Other ways to stay in touch 

 Main telephone:
(564) 999-0950

 Toll-free Citizen Hotline:
(866) 902-3900

 Email:
webmaster@sao.wa.gov
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